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City of Palouse 
City Council Minutes 

October 14, 2025 
Palouse City Hall 
120 E Main Street 

Palouse, WA 99161 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
In the absence of Mayor Sievers, Mayor Pro Tempore Huff presided over the meeting. 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Huff called the meeting to order at 7 PM 
 
Councilmembers present: John Snyder, Danny Mullendore, Leslie Sena, Molly Quigley, Rainy Anderson, 
Jacquelyn Huff 
 
Councilmembers absent:  
 
City Staff Present: City Administrator (CA) Misty La Follett, Deputy Clerk (DC) Stephanie Welch 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Councilmember Sena moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting – September 23, 
2025. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Anderson and approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Huff read a letter from Faris Paxton (see attached). 
 
Michael Echanove expressed thanks for progress on the waste treatment facility and suggested exploring 
possible technical solutions to address the issue. 
 
Cheryl Sanders commended staff for their dedication to city projects, emphasized the importance of 
taxpayer funds in sustaining city operations, and expressed appreciation for employees’ extra efforts 
beyond work hours. 
 
Bruce Pemberton expressed strong support for Officer Anderson and mentioned his connection to the 
Paxton family. He discussed Shady Lane, noting it is currently inaccessible due to Haunted Palouse 
decorations and urged equal dedication to clean up after the event. He raised safety concerns about power 
tools left out during setup and overfilled trash bins, but acknowledged the organizers’ significant efforts 
and encouraged others to visit during the upcoming weekends. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 
 
Public Works Superintendent Wolf submitted a written report (attached). 
 
(CA) La Follett reminded residents to please not flush items down toilets that should not be flushed – as it 
impacts the lift stations and has been causing damage.  
 
Councilmember Huff inquired about the recycling bin and the status of when it will be swapped out. 
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(CA) La Follett suggested sending out a reminder communication to the residents of Palouse about the Text 
My Gov alerts.  
 
POLICE REPORT 
 
Officer Anderson submitted a written report (attached).  
 
CITY ADMININSTRATOR REPORT 
 
(CA) La Follett noted her recent attendance at a conference and current focus being on the audit. Auditors 
have begun their work, with an initial bill of $11,000, and are conducting a comprehensive review covering 
three years of financial and accountability information. 
 
(CA) La Follett reported the grant from the pool is moving along. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Resolution 2025-14 – Interfund Loan Approval for FD Truck: (CA) La Follett consulted with the attorney and 
they are awaiting Mayor Sievers’ return for further discussion with council. The item was removed from the 
agenda. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Budget, Finance, Major Acquisitions, Chair Anderson – Budget discussions have begun. Each department 
is preparing a wish list for council review, with plans to include reasonable requests. A budget spreadsheet 
reflecting a 3% adjustment is being developed, with the goal of completing the process by mid-November.  
 
Streets, Property, & Facilities, Chair Mullendore – No report. 
 
Personnel Committee, Chair Leslie Sena – No report. 
 
Water & Sewer, Chair John Snyder – Attended the IACC (Infrastructure Assistance Coordinating Council) 
meeting to explore sewer plant funding options. He noted funding will be tight but opportunities still exist, 
with potential savings if the Clear Creek Systems option proves viable. He plans to work with his 
committee, the mayor, and others to develop a proposal for city and council consideration, aiming to 
establish next steps before December. 
 
Policy & Administration, – Councilmember Sena – No report. 
 
Joint Fire Board, Chair Molly Quigley – No report. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
 
None. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Huff reported attending the IACC (Infrastructure Assistance Coordinating Council) 
conference on behalf of both the Port and the City Council. She highlighted the event’s value, the quality of 
presentations, and the range of funding and project options presented. Despite the USDA’s absence due to 
the shutdown, sessions were well managed. Huff attended the same sewer-related meetings as 
Councilmember Snyder and expressed optimism, noting the dedication and expertise of those working to 
find practical solutions for the city’s wastewater challenges. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Councilmember Anderson moved to allow the payment of bills. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Sena and unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  

 
Payroll Paid EFT + Check # 14821-14834 $36,259.11 
Claims Paid EFT + Check # 14835-14867 $50,946.72 
 Total $87,205.83 
   

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilmember Sena moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Anderson and approved unanimously (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  The meeting adjourned at 7:28 PM.  
 
APPROVED: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
ATTEST: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
DATE:  __________________________________________________ 



From: Merilee Paxton
To: Palouse Mayor
Cc: City Admin
Subject: Subject: Letter of Appreciation for Officer Joel Johnson
Date: Monday, October 13, 2025 3:45:36 PM

October 13, 2025

To the Mayor and Members of the Palouse City Council,

I am writing on behalf of my family to express our deepest gratitude and sincere appreciation
for the exceptional service of Officer Joel Johnson of the Palouse Police Department.

Recently, one of our family members—who lives far from the rest of our family—experienced
a distressing situation. Officer Johnson responded not only with prompt professionalism, but
with a level of care, patience, and personal kindness that far exceeded the expectations of his
duty.

He ensured our loved one’s immediate safety and stayed engaged well beyond the initial call,
offering reassurance, follow-up, and heartfelt support that brought immense comfort to both
our relative and our family. Officer Johnson became a trusted presence and protector, treating
our loved one with the same compassion and dignity we would have hoped to give ourselves.

His actions reflect the highest standards of law enforcement and exemplify the very best of
what it means to serve a community. Officer Johnson’s presence in the Palouse Police
Department brings great credit to your city and speaks volumes about the values you uphold.

Please include this letter of commendation into the public record at the city council meeting by
your city administrator at the October 14 city council meeting.

With heartfelt thanks and respect,
Faris Paxton
On behalf of the Paxton Family

mailto:merileeo@gmail.com
mailto:mayor@palousewa.gov
mailto:cityadmin@palousewa.gov
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