
Palouse City Council Minutes   Page 1 
 

City of Palouse 
City Council Minutes 

January 13, 2026 
Palouse City Hall 
120 E Main Street 

Palouse, WA 99161 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Sievers called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 
 
Councilmembers present: John Snyder, Danny Mullendore, Leslie Sena, Bill Slinkard, Rainy Anderson 
 
Councilmembers absent: Jacquelyn Huff 
 
City Staff Present: City Administrator (CA) Misty La Follett, Deputy Clerk (DC) Stephanie Welch 
 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE OATH OF OFFICE  
 
Mayor Sievers administered the Oath of Office to councilmembers John Snyder, Danny Mullendore, Leslie 
Sena, and Bill Slinkard.   
 
Councilmember Mullendore made a motion to excuse Councilmember Huff from the meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Sena and unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0). 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Councilmember Anderson moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting – December 23, 
2025. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Snyder and unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  
 
Councilmember Mullendore made a motion to amend the agenda and move the Open Forum to right after 
the Payment of Bills. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Anderson and unanimously approved 
(Y-5 | N-0 | A-0). 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 
 
Public Works Superintendent Wolf submitted a written report (attached). 
 
(CA) La Follett reported that a resident with property damage from a cemetery tree has agreed to split the 
repair costs with the City. She commended the residents for their fairness and understanding, noting their 
cooperation was above and beyond expectations. 
 
Councilmember Anderson inquired about the City filing an insurance claim. (CA) La Follett reported that 
the City is not filing an insurance claim due to the damage being close to what the deductible would be. 
 
POLICE REPORT 
 
Officer Anderson submitted a written report (attached).  
 
CITY ADMININSTRATOR REPORT 
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(CA) La Follett stated for the record that the term for Council Seat 7 ended December 31, 2025. Ann 
Barrington was elected to the seat but has since moved out of the Palouse jurisdiction, creating a vacancy. 
Applications are being solicited to fill the position, which will run through December 31, 2027, per county 
guidance. 
 
(CA) La Follett reported that additions were noted to the council packet regarding the RCO grant for pool 
upgrades. The grant requires a cultural survey.  As the City’s small works roster lacks cultural resource 
firms, Whitman County’s roster will be used. Council will review the proposal and act at the next meeting to 
proceed with the grant process. An independent cultural survey will be required for the pool house to meet 
project benchmarks. 
 
(CA) La Follett reported that Avista’s previously announced power outage was incorrect. The outage will 
only affect a small area south of the river and west of the Division bridge, including the grain plants, Well 3, 
and a few nearby residences. A correction was issued through the City’s ListServ/Mailchimp. 
 
(CA) La Follett reported that, in response to a prior request from Councilmember Sena, the council packet 
includes a summary of Varela-related sewer plant funding, including unused funds, funding not awarded, 
and anticipated drawdown timelines. Daniel from Varela is expected to attend a future council meeting to 
address additional questions. 
 
(DC) Welch reported responses from Jay Larson to council questions from a prior council meeting 
regarding the solar energy monitoring software. Council was asked to review the information and consider 
whether to proceed with updates needed to restore full online functionality, including public access to 
energy savings data. Staff will obtain an updated quote for council consideration at the next meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution 2026-01 Salary Schedule:  
 
Councilmember Sena made a motion to consider Resolution 2026-01 read in. The motion was seconded 
by Councilmember Snyder and was approved (Y-4 | N-0 | A-Anderson).  
 
Mayor Sievers noted that Resolution 2026-01 was read in. 
 
Councilmember Sena made a motion to adopt and approve Resolution 2026-01. The motion was seconded 
by Councilmember Mullendore and was approved (Y-4 | N-0 | A-Anderson).  
 
Resolution 2026-02 LGIP Authorization: 
 
(CA) La Follett reported that the authorized user title on the City’s LGIP Account has been updated from 
“City Clerk” to “City Administrator” to align with the current municipal code, with no other changes to 
account authority. 
 
Councilmember Anderson made a motion to consider Resolution 2026-02 read in. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Sena and was unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  
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Mayor Sievers noted that Resolution 2026-02 is considered read in.  
 
Councilmember Anderson made a motion to adopt and approve Resolution 2026-02. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Mullendore and was unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  
 
Amendment of Council Rules of Procedure: 
 
Council discussed the proposed Amendment of Council Rules of Procedure regarding replacing oral public 
comment with written comments. Several councilmembers expressed concern about past instances of 
incivility, personal attacks, and impacts on council and staff, and emphasized the need to protect staff and 
maintain orderly meetings while still allowing public input. Councilmembers requested additional time to 
research legal and procedural options, including the permissibility of limiting oral comments, and agreed to 
continue the discussion at a future meeting. 
 
Councilmember Snyder made a motion to table the Amendment of Council Rules and Procedure until the 
next meeting on January 27th, 2026. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Snyder and was 
unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  
 
Opening of Bids for Surplus Fire Trucks: 
 
(CA) La Follett reported that, with the purchase of the new fire truck, the older tanker with a failing 
transmission was surplussed with a minimum bid of $4,000 and one sealed bid was received from the 
Vantage Fire Department. The second, higher-value pumper tender, listed at a $50,000 minimum bid, 
received no bids and will be re-advertised to a broader audience, including a fire apparatus wholesaler. 
 
Mayor Sievers opened the bid for the surplus of the fire trucks: 
 
$5,111 for the Autocar Tanker – Riley Triggs from Ellensburg, WA.  
 
Councilmember Sena made a motion to accept the bid from Riley Triggs for $5,111 on the 1990 Autocar 
Tanker. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Slinkard and was unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | 
A-0). 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mayor Sievers noted that he will make committee assignments following the filling of seat 7.   
 
Budget, Finance, Major Acquisitions, Chair Anderson – No report.  
 
Streets, Property, & Facilities, Chair Mullendore – No report. 
 
Personnel Committee, Chair Leslie Sena – No report. 
 
Water & Sewer, Chair John Snyder – We are still waiting on the report back on the test of our sludge. As soon 
as we get there, we will see a lot more activity. 
 
Policy & Administration, – No chair, no report. 
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Joint Fire Board, – No chair. Councilmember Sena reported that they have a meeting next Monday, January 
19th. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
 
None. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Sievers reported on recent coordination with Varela regarding the sewer project, noting that Daniel 
from Varela postponed attending this meeting pending results from Clear Creek and further discussion 
with the Department of Ecology.  
 
Mayor Sievers also met with landowners regarding a potential property acquisition site that remains under 
consideration and could result in an estimated savings of approximately $3 million compared to developing 
on city-owned property, with no final decisions yet made. 
 
Mayor Sievers reported on a recent meeting with EPA staff regarding the demolition of the St. Elmo building 
and noted that an almost-final Vision-to-Action report is being reviewed for corrections and will be 
released when finalized. The Mayor also stated that the City will be learning more about a potential EPA 
funding opportunity that may include forgivable loan principal, with additional information to be provided at 
future meetings. 
 
Councilmember Slinkard asked whether the potential new sewer facility location is public information, and 
Mayor Sievers stated it remains confidential while negotiations are ongoing. Mayor Sievers further 
confirmed that any site located outside current city limits would need to be annexed into the city, 
consistent with existing practice. 
 
(CA) La Follett reported that there is a quarterly Ecology meeting this month. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Councilmember Anderson moved to allow the payment of bills. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Slinkard, and the motion was unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  

 
Payroll Paid EFT + Check # 15024-15034 $45,582.71 
Claims Paid EFT + Check # 15035-15060 $47,906.16 
 Total $93,488.87 
   

OPEN FORUM 
 
Paula Fealy submitted her letter to council and requested it be read aloud. Mayor Sievers read her letter 
aloud. 
 
Carmen Bolyard expressed concern about apparent miscoding in the BIAS system, noting examples such 
as Treasure Valley Coffee expenses coded as fuel, Avista categorized as maintenance/repair, and utilities 
payments to Hahn Rental, which could create a perception of impropriety and complicate budget 
accuracy. She further questioned why water/sewer appears to bear disproportionate costs for items such 
as the audit, Ricoh copier, and BIAS software and training rather than those costs being allocated across all 
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departments and raised concerns that three employees exceeded their budgeted salaries by approximately 
$15,000 without those amounts clearly identified as overtime. 
 
Cheryl Sanders stated support for continuing an open public forum, noting that recent audits, law 
enforcement involvement, and water/sewer billing issues have contributed to community frustration and 
concern, particularly among seniors facing rising costs. She requested improved responsiveness to citizen 
emails, greater accountability, and an emphasis on qualifications such as bookkeeping and government 
experience when filling future city staff positions, without personal agendas influencing those decisions. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilmember Mullendore moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Snyder and unanimously approved (Y-5 | N-0 | A-0).  The meeting adjourned at 7:57 PM.  
 
APPROVED: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
ATTEST: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
DATE:  __________________________________________________ 
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